
 
Jesus taught, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good

pleasure to give you the kingdom.” -Luke 12:32

The month of October is the season in the life of our congregation at TCC when we think
even more intentionally about Christian stewardship. It is the sacred time in which we
practice the wisdom of delighting in all the gifts God has lavished on us and consider how
we will care for these gifts in our lives. Like the psalmist we ask ourselves, “What can I
give back to God for the blessing he has poured out on us?” (cf. Psalm 116)

The Bible makes it clear that God has given us all that we have and all that we are. 
The author of the Belgic Confession, one of our Reformed Standards of Faith, affirms this
biblical truth by naming God as “the Source of all good things” (Article 1). These good
gifts of God include our money and possessions, and also our relationships, our character
strengths, our time, our intelligence, the special talents and skills we possess, and so much
more.

The Bible, from the beginning in Genesis and through Paul’s letters in the New Testament,
invites us to use all these gifts in godly sorts of ways: for God’s glory, for blessing others
and also, maybe surprisingly, for our own wellbeing too. We are wonderfully blessed when
we invest ourselves, our time and our possessions in ways that are according to God’s
purposes. 

The more we align our lives with God’s purposes, the more content and the more fulfilled
we become. Living as stewards does not make life easy, but it does make it good. This
makes so much sense because as we give beyond ourselves we learn to live more fully as
disciples of Jesus, approaching more fully the abundant life he promised us. We grow in
awareness and set new priorities that bring us closer to God.

If that sounds appealing to you, go for it this October! Pick an area of your life that you’d
like to give back more fully to God. Maybe your relationships? Your money? How about
your time?

Then, reverently and prayerfully consider: How are you using that gift? Talk it over with a
spiritual friend.  Ask God to give you insight and to reveal your blind spots. Pray for
guidance on how you can better use your gifts. 

It’s so worth it. When our priorities find a home in God’s purposes, we are not only
stewarding our lives well, we are living into and out from the goodness God has already
and so generously brought into our lives.

Grace and peace,
pk
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From the Pastor
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October 9, 16 & 30: Growing Hospitality and Inclusion
for All Abilities

 
L.S. Carlos A. Thompson – Assistant Professor of Church and Community
Theology, Director of the Friendship House, and Student Accessibility
Coordinator at Western Theological Seminary will be our guest speaker. 
Carlos will be exploring the All Abilities challenges individuals and families face
when it comes to full participation in life and worship in churches. 

Note: No Adult Education on Oct. 23 (Congregational Forum). 
No Sunday School on November 6 (Consecration Banquet). 

 ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

"Unlearning God" by Philip Gulley
 

This book will be challenging for some,
fascinating for others, but spiritually thought
provoking for all. Gulley was raised by a Baptist
father and Roman Catholic mother; he had
Jehovah Witness neighbors and several other
formative religious experience that shaped him
into the Quaker pastor he became. The book
challenges readers to examine why they believe
what they believe and allows one to wrestle with
the religious structures that have shaped us.
Join us the Wednesday evenings of October and
November 2, 9, & 16 from 7-8 PM in the consistory
room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

BIBLE MEMORY GROUPBOOK STUDY
The Bible Memory Group at TCC will meet after
worship on the second Sunday of each month. 
 Those attending can stop by the consistory room
anywhere between 10:45 AM and 12:00 PM and stay
as long as their timing allows. Also, please know that
participating in memorizing your choice of Bible
verses does not require that you attend group
gatherings! 
It’s important to understand that the goal is to
encourage you to memorize something of your
choosing. Please report to Paul or Mary Wesselink
what you’ll memorize and gather in person if you
want, but if attending doesn’t work and you want
encouraging in memorizing anyway, we’ll provide it!

O c t o b e r  2 :  G r e a t  L a k e s  C i t y  C l a s s i s  D i s c u s s i o n
 

Eddy Aleman, General Secretary of the R.C.A. will be concluding our series on the R.C.A. today.



KEEPING YOU CONNECTED

Pastors’ Lunch Bunch
Join us for food and fellowship!

All ages are welcome.
 

Thursday, October 20  
11:30 AM

Fuji Buffet and Grill
(4605 28th St. SE)

Cost is $10 per person.
 

Sign up in the narthex or call the church
office (616.942.0821) if you plan to attend.

Women's Book Club
Our next book is: The Midnight Library by Matt
Haig. We will meet at 2:00 PM on Monday,
November 7 at Mary Geurink's home. Please
email Marilyn Thompson (marilyn49301@att.net)
if you would like to participate or have further
questions.

CONNECT AT TCC

Christian Assistance Fund

The Christian Assistance Fund at Thornapple was created to help persons from TCC and our community
get through a season of financial challenge. Persons who request funds either come directly to pastoral
staff at TCC or the majority are from outside agencies that help coordinate emergency funds from
churches and other non-profits. Once a request is received, and if the request is above $200.00, the
deacons receive notification via email and provide their response. Decisions are made with the
screening details we have been provided. Over the past weeks we have assisted with a deposit for a
single mom who needed to find a new residence to move away from an abusive relationship, another
who had car repairs and ran short on her rent based on a limited income. We’ve helped a family with
groceries, a gentleman who needed gas money for work because he lost work time due to Covid. Over
the past year we have averaged helping 5-7 individual/families each month. 

The Christian Assistance fund often flies beneath the public radar because we try to protect the provide
privacy of the individuals in need. Some of you are aware of this fund, but it may be new news for
others. We depend on financial gifts from members to keep these efforts funded and we do not budget
for the CAF. If you choose to contribute please make sure your contribution is clearly marked for the TCC
Christian Assistance Fund.  Feel free to reach out to our deacons or pastors with more specific
questions.  

As Pastor Kent mentioned in the first article, its stewardship month at TCC. Please plan to attend the
October 23 Congregational Forum following worship. You’ll have an opportunity to ask questions about
the 2023 budget and hear some ministry updates.  On November 6 we will have Consecration Sunday. 
 In worship there will be opportunity for you to bring your pledge cards (coming to you soon) forward and
commit your expected giving for the 2023 budget year. Following worship we will celebrate during our
banquet in the Fellowship Hall. You’ll want to be a part of this feast and great fellowship around tables.
Sunday School will be in recess for the day.  Watch for a sign up in the coming weeks. 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We are looking for  individuals/groups to help run doors for our Indoor

Community Trick-or-Treat event on Halloween (Monday, October 31). We've

handed out over 500 flyers to the local neighborhoods and have the event

posted in several other public locations. We're hoping this event to be as

successful as our Community Easter Egg Hunt. But, we can only do that

with your help!

Volunteers can sign up in the narthex to run a door, where kids will

knock, and you'll hand out candy--just like at home! If you are willing to

give a couple hours of your time, please check out the sign-up sheet for

more information. Additionally, we are collecting donated candy for the

event. If you have questions, please talk to Rachel Exoo.

INDOOR COMMUNITY TRICK-OR-TREAT

ONGOING YOUTH FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES

Holiday shopping online through Amazon?
The TCC youth ministry program can earn 0.5% (at no extra cost to you) of your
purchase price on eligible products. Shop for gifts any time of the year at
AmazonSmile to generate donations for the Thornapple Community Church youth
ministry program. The key is to always sign into the above link first (using your Amazon
password) and the percentage is automatically donated to the general youth fund.
Think holiday shopping! Anyone can support us, so please pass the word on to your
family and friends!

SpartanNash Receipts
Do you know that over the past few years we have collected $2,000 through the SpartanNash receipt
program! THANK YOU!! Please continue to save your grocery receipts from D&W, Family Fare, and Forest Hills
Foods. You may turn your receipts in to the office or put them in the labeled box on the youth table in the
narthex. Once we collect another $150,000 in receipts, we'll receive a $1,000 check for our general youth
fund!  Thank you Nancy Myers for counting all those receipts!

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3OH3UFABK1OL5&K=HX8LS4JQIH16&M=urn:rtn:msg:2021060207034981808d34b4f843bfbd3a23af4c70p0na&R=1W6C5YUWZ1I9Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F38-2537003%3Fref%3Dorg_em_l3_smi_fd_x_mkt&H=QUOKIEZAD1T4VAX7VCUUCXAO1GOA


INDOOR COMMUNITY TRICK OR TREAT

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Join us on October 31 from 6:30-8:00 PM!

Let's be real: Michigan Halloween's are usually gross. You spend hours creating the perfect costume, or
spend all that money so your kid is a full-geared Darth Vader or a replica of Elsa. And then, Michigan
hits you with the triple-whammy of precipitation, cold and darkness. You bundle your kids up in winter
hats and gloves, some rain boots and a rain jacket, and suddenly, those costumes aren't so visible.
Maybe you stick a reflector on your kid so you can find them in the dark. And then, there's you! You
have to bundle yourself up to pull around a little red wagon that inevitably gets heavier as the evening
goes, and the hot drink in your hand cools off far too quick.

Skip the worry. Come trick-or-treat inside where it's warm, dry and safe! TCC is happy to welcome you
in to knock on our office and classroom doors. We'll have treats waiting behind those doors for your
kids. Show off those beautiful costumes and take off the winter gear. 

For more information, head to our website homepage and click on "Event Details."

CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS

Brie V.

October 1

10 years old

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
During Sunday School,  offerings will go to Heifer International. "A

global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger through

sustainable, values-based holistic community development." Our

first benchmark is $120, at which point we can buy a goat!
 

I am a results-driven individual. I like to see tangible progress,
bonus points if it can be color coordinated in chart form. My
background in Communication taught me that goals must be
concrete and measurable, or else it's no good. Unfortunately
for me, ministry doesn't work that way. You can't physically
hold up a yardstick to someone and say "well, looks like your
faith grew 2 inches this year," and you can't calculate how
much a relationship has deepened. That's tough for me to
swallow!

In that light, evaluating the success of children's programming
is hard to spell out. When people ask how it's going, I usually
say, "good, I think! I'm having fun, so that counts for
something." When I get stuck trying to quantify the success, I
remind myself of the following: God knows. He sees our
efforts, He knows the hearts of the kids we're ministering to,
and He's working behind the scenes. As long as we are being
faithful and answering the call to serve, we don't need to
worry about measuring or calculating program size, or
volunteer base, or event success. I need to be reminded of
this often. Do you?



EVENTSEVENTS

EVENTSEVENTS

 YOUTH MINISTRY 

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH GROUP

Build-A-Bear (10/8) - This was an enthusiastic and unexpected event
request from students for me (Jesse). On October 8, students are
welcome to meet at the Build-A-Bear Workshop in Rivertown Mall at
11:00 AM. Carpooling is encouraged. We will make our stuffed animals
and then go out to Panera afterward. Bring about $20-$30 for Build-A-
Bear, however, lunch will be covered. Parents are welcome to hang out
with us or shop during our outing. RSVP by Sunday, Oct. 2.

Halloween Party (10/30) - On October 30, we will have our Halloween
Party during our normal youth group time (6-7:30 PM). Food will be
provided. Students are invited to dress up, bring friends, play games,
and hang out. The best-voted costume will receive a gift card.  ALSO,
youth are highly encouraged to help out at the Trick or Treat event the
following evening! 

Haunted Corn Maze (10/22) - Also back by request... High school
students are invited to come to the New Salem Corn Maze on October
22 from 6:30 till late that night. We will carpool from TCC. Last year the
wait was unusually long. Therefore it's possible we will return at a late
hour. RSVP by Sunday, Oct. 16. Let Jesse know if you would like to be a
driver for this event!

Sunday School - This fall, we are taking a look at the great narratives (stories) of the Old Testament.
We will discuss how to read biblical narratives within their ancient and literary context. This is the fancy
way of saying we will be getting to know the greatest story of all time in its world. Our goal is to see the
Old Testament and the Bible as a whole as a unified story that leads to Jesus.

Youth Group - For the month of October, we will be diving into some of the foundations of the Christian
faith. Topics include God, Worship, the Bible, and the Gospel. These foundations are continually
important to return to as we seek God together. I invite you to think through these topics with us!



 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

            

  1 Dave Graham 

  1 Brie Vilcans 

  2 Ken Hoevenaar 

  2 Tony Monterusso 

  2 Betsy Frens 

  5 Ashley Watterson 

  5 Kelly Talsma 

  7 Colin Hoogerwerf 

  8 John Dood 

 10 Vicki Monterusso 

 11 Jessi Christensen 

 12 Fran Christensen 

 13 Lynn Vander Laan 

 14 Chris Spykman 

 15 Addy Cook 

 18 Dave Christensen 

 19 Michael Peterson 

 19 Annika Westhouse 

 21 Marv Tyler 

 23 Clyde Richardson 

 26 Leslie Hazle Dutcher 

 26 Christopher Graham 

 29 Rick Wubbels 

 30 Cole Knappen 

   9  Dave & Jessi Christensen 

  10 Ray & Julie Jorgensen 

  16 Brian & Michelle Van Geest 

  23 Ken & Kathy Zimmerman 

Anniversaries Birthdays 

 Leader Greeter 

  2 Betsy Frens Addy Cook 

 16 Sue Vilcans Erin Peckham 

 30 Betsy Frens Josie Frens 

Children and Worship 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 8:50 AM  Choir rehearsal 
9:30 AM  Worship /  C&W / 
                 YouTube Live  
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6–7:30 PM  Middle and high 
                    school youth group 

3   
 

6:00 PM  Community 
     Impact Team meeting 
7–9:00 PM Community 
     Meeting in FH 

4 
5:45 PM Admin meeting 

5 

9:45 AM Women’s Bible   
                study 
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers   
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7–8:00 PM  Book study 

6 
7:00 PM  Praise Band  
                rehearsal 

7 

7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

8 
11:00 AM–1:00 PM 
MS/HS Build-a-Bear/ 
Panera outing 

9 

9:30 AM  Worship  
                 YouTube Live 
10:45 AM–Noon  Bible Memory  
                             Group 
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
4:30 PM  Youth Ministry  
                Team meeting 
6–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

10 
 

11 

6:30 PM  Community  
         group using the FH 
6:30 PM  Elders,  
            Deacons and new  
            members gather 
7:30 PM Consistory  
               meeting 

12 
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study 
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers  
NO Choir rehearsal 
7–8:00 PM  Book study 

13 
10:00 AM  Threads of  
                   Love 
1–2:30 PM  MOKA  
              volunteers @ TCC 
7:00 PM  Praise Band  
                rehearsal 

14 

7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

15 
 

16  
9:30 AM  Worship / C&W /  
                 YouTube Live  
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6–7:30 PM  Middle and high 
                    school youth group 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study  
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7–8:00 PM  Book study 

20 
9:30 AM  Spiritual  
                 Formation 
11:30 AM  Pastors’ Lunch 
         Bunch @ Fuji Buffet 
7:00 PM  Praise Band  
                rehearsal 

21 
7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

22 
9:00 AM–3:00 PM 
    Fall Classis Retreat 
    in Ann Arbor 
6:30 PM  HS students 
 to haunted corn maze 

23 8:50 AM  Choir rehearsal 
9:30 AM  Worship / YouTube  
               New members received  
10:45 AM  Congregational  
                   Forum   
6–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
9:45AM  Women’s Bible 
                study  
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7–8:00 PM  Book study 

27 
7:00 PM  Praise Band  
                rehearsal 

28 
7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                  Sugar Momma’s 

29 

30 
9:30 AM  Worship / C&W /  
                 YouTube Live 
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6–7:30 PM  MS/HS Youth  
             Halloween party @ TCC 

31 
6:30–8:00 PM   
       Community indoor 
       Trick or Treating @ 
       TCC 

     


