
A Great Cloud of Witnesses

Barb Weeber’s father, the Rev. George Weeber, served Christ in mission as a chaplain at the Salvation
Army in Grand Rapids during the early 1960s.  While serving there he met a man named Bill Lyons. Bill was,
according to Barb, “a bit of a vagabond” who found refuge and community at the Salvation Army. Bill had
a high aptitude and skill for knitting. In fact, his ability earned him a fantastic nickname, “the Crocheting
Cowboy from Colorado.” 

In the December 7, 1964 edition of the Grand Rapids Press, Bill told the interviewer, “I once used 3,008
miles of thread knitting an entire baby outfit, from booties to bonnet, for Judy Garland’s baby.”  I’m not
sure if the Press’ editors verified his comment or not, but if it’s true, that's mind blowing. A few other
honors mentioned in the same article describe that the Crocheting Cowboy held four world crocheting
championships in the 1960s. Who knew that was a thing?!

Apparently, Barb’s dad made an impact on Bill while he stayed at the Salvation Army because he gave
George and Barb’s mother, Theresa, a knitted panel piece of the Last Supper. According to Bill, he
completed the job in 144 hours and 17 minutes. He used 16,800 feet of thread to make it. It is beautiful.

For years, this piece has been protected in a cedar chest at Barb’s house. The other day she stopped by
church and showed it to me; and in pretty short order she offered to give it to the church. I gladly
received it. We are currently working on a plan to give it a backing so we can hang it up in our worship
space (maybe even this Lent). It also fits our communion table, so I can imagine it being used on occasion
when we gather at the feast of our Lord. When we do so, this knitted panel will provide a wonderful
image to us of what it means to be a living member of the communion of the saints.

By the Holy Spirit and the Word we are connected to a faith community that spans time and space. In the
Heidelberg Catechism, the authors helps us to understand what the church declares when we say we
belong to the communion of the saints, namely, “that each member [of the believing community] shares in
Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. [And] that each member should consider it his/her duty to use
his/her gifts readily and cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.” (Lord’s Day 21,
Q & A 55)
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THORNAPPLE THOUGHTS
T h o r n a p p l e  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h ,  R . C . A .

FROM THE PASTOR
by Pastor Kent

It blesses my soul to realize a guy who went by the name of the
Crocheting Cowboy from Colorado readily and cheerfully shared his gifts
with a brother and sister in Christ from Grand Rapids, Michigan in the
1960s and now all of them are sharing their gifts with us at TCC nearly 60
years later. We are indeed a part of a body of believers who endure from
the beginning of time to its end. Thanks, Cowboy! Thanks, George and
Theresa! Thanks, Barb!

Grace and peace,
Pk

-

-Rev. George Weeber (left) and Theresa
Weeber (center) receive the “Last Supper”
knitted panel from Bill Lyons (right)



 Lenten Study led by Jeff Munroe

From Jeff Munroe: "I am fascinated by what we do with the pain we experience in life. Some people
attempt to bury it--to ignore it by staying busy or just pretending it isn't there. But their pain is there,
and always comes out at some time--often in flashes of anger. Others take it in and somehow grow
from it; they become more empathetic and wiser. Frederick Buechner called this process "the
stewardship of pain." Over the last couple of years, I've been writing a book about this idea, focused
on the stories of people who have experienced significant pain and have become good stewards of
it. I've explored stories of murder, Alzheimer's, cancer, suicide, and accidental death. I also examine
each story with a subject matter expert, who helps me dive deeper into the story. What I propose to
do in the class is try out what I've been writing with you. Although the stories sound heavy, ultimately
my book is about resilience and hope, two things we all need great deals of to successfully navigate
the challenges of the modern world. Stories like these also create profound theological challenges
for Christians. If you just believe life is random and there is no God, pain does not present an
intellectual challenge. But if you believe in God, why do terrible things happen to innocent people?
Questions like that lie behind all that I've written. I am looking forward to sharing these stories and
getting feedback from real people (that's you) about them. I hope you'll join me."

 ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL

“Jesus Set His Face Toward Jerusalem”
 

The title for our Lenten sermon series comes from Luke 9:51, where Luke reveals the resolute spirit within
Jesus to get to Jerusalem as the time came for him to be taken up to heaven (think his ascension.) He
knew the end of his earthly ministry was coming. He knew his mission from God was to suffer, die, rise
and then be lifted up to the Father in heaven. It was time to get on the road to fulfill his task on earth.
The Gospel of Luke gives us the fullest picture of what the 60 mile or so journey from Galilee to
Jerusalem looked like in chapters 9-19 of his gospel. This Lent we are going to follow along with Jesus
and his disciples as they travel. We will witness the people Jesus encountered along the way and at
least one story he told on the trip. This “travel narrative” as New Testament scholars call it, offers us an
intensive on what it means to follow Jesus as the suffering Savior and Lord. Our Lenten preaching
moments will mostly come from Luke’s travel narrative and one from Matthew’s version.

As you may know ever since the COVID shut down almost three years ago, Pastor Tim and I have held
Wednesday Noon prayers on Facebook. We think we’ve only missed one Wednesday since we started
because both of us were not in a place with a good internet connection. We will continue to hold
prayers during the Lenten season but we will add a brief lesson from Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. These
lessons will include scripture, a brief reflection and a question for us all to consider. These can be
viewed live at noon or later on our Facebook page.

 
 

LENTEN SUNDAY SERMON & MIDWEEK PRAYER SERIES



As a way to enter more fully into the spirit of Holy Week, TCC will provide people with a way to immerse
themselves spiritually in Jesus' journey from Gethsemane through his death on the cross. Ten stations in a
variety of media created by mostly TCC members will be set up in our sanctuary. Each station is a
representation of one of the experiences of Jesus during Holy Week, combining vivid visual presentations
with scripture passages on which to read and meditate. They are meant to take the participant out of their
day-to-day activities and into the world in which Jesus lived and died.

To make this a success, we need your help to set up the stations, host the welcome table when the
sanctuary is open for people to experience the stations, and take down the stations on the afternoon of
Good Friday. We welcome and would very much appreciate any help to complete those tasks. Setting up
takes about 90 minutes after the Palm Sunday service on April 2; we ask for 2-2.5 hour slots for the
welcome table; and about one hour to take down the stations at 3:00 PM on Good Friday, April 7. Sign-up
sheets will be on the table in the narthex.

New this year will be postcards that you can hand out to friends, relatives, book clubs, other churches, etc.
We want as many people as possible to share this experience! Give the Holy Spirit the opportunity to
minister to all as they engage the mystery of faith in the crucified Christ.

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED

Thoughtful Christians Discussion Group is the continuation of the book study that began last fall. During
Lent we will be using articles from the Reformed Journal to reflect on important topics of faith that we are
confronted with in daily life. We meet from 7–8 PM on Wednesday evenings, beginning March 1. The
articles will be available the week prior to the group and emailed to participants. Everyone is welcome to
participate. Please put you name and email on the sheet in the narthex or email/call the church office if
you would like to participate.

 
 JOURNEY TO THE CROSS

THOUGHTFUL CHRISTIANS DISCUSSION GROUP

Monday, April 3
 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
6:30 PM-9:00 PM

Tuesday, April 4
 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
4:30 PM-8:30 PM

Journey to the Cross Schedule:

Wednesday, April 5
 

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Thursday, April 6
 

10:00 AM-3:00 PM
8:00 PM-9:00 PM

Friday, April 7
 

9:30 AM-11:00 AM
1:00 PM-3:00 PM

CONSISTORY NOMINATIONS
 

On Sunday, March 19 following worship, we will hold a Congregational Meeting to elect the new class
of Elders and Deacons at TCC. Biographies of persons who have been willing to accept their
nomination will be included in the bulletin in the next couple weeks. 



Pastors’ Lunch Bunch
Join us for food and fellowship! 

All ages are welcome.
 

Thursday, March 16
11:30 AM at 

Leo's Coney Island
(6080 28th St. SE)

 
Cost is $12 per person 
(note price increase).

 
Sign up in the narthex or call the

church office (616.942.0821) if you
plan to attend.

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED

BIBLE MEMORY GROUP

CONNECT AT TCC

EUCHRE PARTY!
 

Mark your calendars for
 Saturday, March 4

7:00-10:00 PM 
 

Location: 
The Jasperse home

(4419 Cloverleaf Drive SE
Grand Rapids)

 
This event is limited to 20

people. Please sign up in the
narthex or call the church

office (616.942.0821) if you
plan to attend.

LADIES' SPRING TEA PARTY
Saturday, May 13     2-4 PM       All Ages

Put on your pearls and your sunhat and join us for a delightful "pinky's up"
authentic tea party! Spend an afternoon around the table with friends and
family while sipping on some tea and enjoying tasty finger sandwiches and

desserts. There will be some programmed time, but mostly, this is a gathering
time with loved ones.

 

The cost is $5/person or a maximum of $20/group. When registering, have one
person from the group sign everyone up to receive the discounted price. The

more people you bring, the cheaper it gets! Invite your mom, grandma,
daughter, sister, aunt, cousin, niece, or friend.

 

Online sign-ups will open April 1 and close on May 1.
 

 Want to be on the planning committee? Talk to Cherie Grunske or Rachel!
 

Women's Book Club
Our next book will be Peach Blossom Spring

by Melissa Fu. We will meet at 2:00 PM 
on Monday, April 10, 

at Marilyn Thompson's home.  
 

Please email Marilyn Thompson
(marilyn49301@att.net) if you would like to

participate or have further questions.

The Bible Memory Group at TCC will meet after
worship on March 19. Those attending can stop by
the consistory room anywhere between 10:45 AM
and 12:00 PM and stay as long as your timing
allows. Also, please know that participating in
memorizing your choice of Bible verses does not
require that you attend group gatherings! 

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Please bring a snack to
share and your own
beverage of choice.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The nursery schedule has been updated
to reflect February-April dates. If you're

interested in signing up, you can find that
link on our website under "Ministries" >

"Children" > "Nursery" and click the Sign-
Up button. Or, click this link.

 
Our Easter Sunday worship will be a paid

opportunity for both people who staff
the nursery that morning. More info can

be found at that sign-up link.
 

THANK YOU to those who continue to
step up and help in the nursery!

NURSERY

HURRICANE RELIEF TRIP

We have been unable to confirm the
readiness for volunteer lodging and
projects for March or April. Knowing that
the work will continue for years, we will
postpone until fall of 2023 when the
details have been worked through.

NEW CITY KIDS

Volunteers for Meal Prep
 

The Community Outreach Team is
looking for volunteers to help
prepare several meals for our new
ministry partner, New City Kids. The
prep date has not been determined,
but if you'd be interested in helping,
put your name on the sign-up sheet
in the narthex and you will receive
an email. It's a small but significant
way we can support our partner. If
you have any further questions,
please contact Jessi Christensen.

FRIENDSHIP CAMP
Our third annual CranHill Friendship Camp

Serve Trip will take place August 13-18.
Volunteers come alongside adults with IDD
and participate in all aspects of camp life:
swimming, boating, crafting, playing sports,
riding horses, eating ice cream, and more!

 
There are two ways you can participate.

Cabin Leaders stay in the cabins with the
campers and help with morning/bedtime
routines. Floaters serve during the day,

however sleep in a trailer or other
accommodation over night.

 
Interested? Talk to Steven Exoo!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0948aaa82fa6f5c34-tccnursery#/
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

14TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT

THE COMMUNITY BASKET

TCC continues to collect items for
the Community Basket in Dutton. A
list of items and the collection box
can be found in the narthex. If you
are interested in volunteering at the
pantry, please speak with Mike or
Arlene Peterson.

Our 14th Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt is just around the corner on
Saturday, April 8! This is one of Thornapple's longest traditions, and best local
outreach event we put on. There is a great need for volunteers in several
different ways, and you are encouraged to plug in to as many places as you can.

Fill Eggs: bring home bags of eggs and return them filled with
wrapped candy! We have over 10,000 eggs to fill, so don't be shy!
Check out Oriental Trading Company (online store) for great bulk
deals.

Donate Prizes: check out the list on the narthex table of what prizes
you can supply. We're hoping to collect 250 prizes for the day!

Volunteer at the Event: there's a sign-up sheet in the narthex to
indicate your participation. We need people to help with food,
registration, egg hiders/general help, and prize redemption, as well
as people to donate food for the morning.

UPDATE

Unfortunately, SpartanNash stores
will no longer be offering their
receipt program. Thank you to all of
you who have collected/counted
receipts over the past few years
raising a total of $3,000 for the youth
ministry team!



Online registration opens March 18 for our
Easter Egg Hunt! All the information about
the event and the sign-up link can be found
on our homepage (www.tccrca.org). Invite
your family, friends and neighbors to join!

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

SUNDAY SCHOOL

March 5 - Make Way for the King

March 12 - The Last Supper

March 19 - Sadness

March 26 - Surprise!

SUMMER ESCAPE ROOM

CELEBRATIONS

EGG HUNT 2023

BIRTHDAYS
Eleanor P.

March 21

9 years old

If your family loves puzzles and games, you'll enjoy this kid-
friendly escape room! The puzzles will be geared toward
ages 5-10, but all ages are welcome. Adults and kids will
work together to solve their way out of the room. This
escape room experience is intended for groups of 2-8
people, but we can accommodate more as needed.

The escape room will be open on Saturday, June 24 and Saturday, July 22. It is free to
participate, but we do need you to sign up for a time slot! Registration will open on June 1st for
both dates. For the synopsis of the room as well as more information on how to sign-up, please
visit our website under the "Children" tab.



EVENTSEVENTS

EVENTSEVENTS

 YOUTH MINISTRY 
YOUTH GROUP & EVENTS

HIGH SCHOOL WINTER RETREAT

Youth Group - Christian Relationships
Every two years, our TCC youth group has a relationships series
around Valentine's Day. Instead of only covering the usual Sex and
Dating talk, we are expanding to encompass the broad scope of
Christian Relationships: Singleness, Sex & Gender, "What are bodies
for?" and Sexuality & Media. Our goal is to uncover the goodness, the
beauty, and the truth of relationships the Jesus way.

Spaghetti Dinner - THANK YOU
We raised over $1,300 for our fundraiser on Feb. 10, exceeding our
original goal. Thanks to Sheri and Ron Rowland for sharing their time
and resources to make this meal happen! And on behalf of our team,
thank YOU! Your participation helps us get our team to Puerto Rico to
serve in another culture. 

CranHill - Elevate Sr. High
We had another great weekend at CranHill! Although we didn't get far in the broomball
tournament, our students helped win for our larger group. It snowed enough for the tubing hill.
However, the temperatures weren't cold enough for the ice to freeze beforehand. Overall, our
crew had a great time getting away and bonding together. Our high school volunteer, Kelly, and I
were delighted to spend this time with our high school youth.



 
 
 

               
 
            
 
 
 
 

         
 

                   
                        
                             
  
  

        
  
    
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
  
 
       
 
 
  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 
        
 
 
       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(Each Sunday we need 2 volunteers in the nursery,  
one of which needs to be 18+) 
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  7 Mike and Sherrie Phillips 

  8 Aleks and Drita Konomi 

17 Jerry and Mary Nichols 

26 Tim and Pam Jasperse 

28 Tim and Brenda Dieffenbach 

  1 Don Spykman 

  3 Lee Vande Bunte 

  4 Drake Deering 

  5 Julie Jorgensen 

  9 Andy Van Ysseldyke 

 10 Claire Jorgensen 

 12 David Curtis 

 12 Dylan Deering 

 13 Bill Brown 

 14 Owen Knappen 

 17    Susan Deane 

 20 Jesse Zandee 

 21 Elle Paarlberg 

 21 Sandy Smith 

 22 Matt Paarlberg 

 23 Anna Paarlberg 

 24 Marjie Dood 

 24 Marilyn Van Laan 

 25 Tina Spaans 

 26 Lynn Roy 

 Leader Greeter 

  5 Betsy Frens Addy  Cook 

19 Sue  Vilcans Erin Peckham 

  5 Ken & Kathy Zimmerman 

12 Dale & Catharina Matthews 

19 Jerry & Mary Nichols 

26 A. Paarlberg family 

  5  

12  

19  

26  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study 
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers  
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Thoughtful Christian 
            Lenten discussion group 

2 
10:00 AM  Spiritual  
                   Formation 

3 

7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

4 
7:00–10:00 PM  Euchre 
       Night @ Jasperse’s 

5  8:50 AM Choir rehearsal 

9:30 AM  Worship / C&W 
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
12:15 PM  Grace House event 
4:30–5:30 PM  Youth Ministries 
                         Team meeting 
6:00–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

6 
 

7 

 

8 
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study 
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers  
1:00–3:00 PM  Cribbage Club 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Thoughtful Christian 
            Lenten discussion group 

9 
10:00 AM  Threads of  
                   Love 
1:00–2:30 PM  MOKA  
              volunteers @ TCC 
7:00–8:00 PM  Praise Band 
                          rehearsal 

10 

7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 
 

11 
8:00 AM–3:30 PM 
       Spring Classis mtg. 
9:00–11:00 AM   
       DeColores meeting 

12 Daylight Savings begins 

9:30 AM  Worship   
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6:00–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

13 
 

14 
6:00 PM  Admin. 
                meeting 
6:30 PM  Canasta 

15  
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study  
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Thoughtful Christian 
            Lenten discussion group 

16 
10:00 AM  Spiritual  
                   Formation 
11:30 AM  Pastors’ Lunch  
       Bunch @ Leo’s Coney 
       Island 

17 
7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
9:00 AM  Kids Hope Mentor  
                 gathering at TCC 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

18 
9:00–11:00 AM   
       DeColores meeting 
 
Egg Hunt registration 
begins 

19   Election Sunday 
8:50 AM  Choir rehearsal 
9:30 AM  Worship / C&W 
10:35 AM  Congregational mtg. 
10:45 AM  Bible memory group 
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6:00–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

20 
5:30 PM  Building & 
        Grounds Team mtg. 

21 

7:00–8:30 PM  Sacred  
              Beginnings mtg. 

22   
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study  
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Thoughtful Christian 
            Lenten discussion group 

23 
7:00–8:00 PM  Praise Band 
                          rehearsal 

24 
7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

25 
9:00–11:00 AM   
DeColores meeting 

26   
9:30 AM  Worship  
10:50 AM  Sunday school 
6:00–7:30 PM  Middle and high  
                    school youth group 

27 28 29 
9:45 AM  Women’s Bible  
                 study  
12:00 PM  Noontime prayers 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Thoughtful Christian 
            Lenten discussion group 

30 31 
7:30 AM  Men’s breakfast @ 
                 The Gathering Place 
10:00 AM  When God Winks @ 
                   Sugar Momma’s 

 


